Jack Ruby's gun sells for $220,000 

k-o\ Thn Hin inrV Kennedy was assassinated. Oswald 


NE WxORK '( AP ) - The gun Jack 
Ruby used to kill Lee Harvey Oswald 
was auctioned Thursday night for 
$ 220 , 000 . 

Bidding for the gun, with the police 
evidence tag still attached, started at 
$100,000 and quickly escalated. 

The buyer was a New Jersey gun 
collector who wished to remain 
anonymous. :: 

Ruby’s brother Earl, a Detroit 
businessman who got control of 
Ruby’s estate in August after a long 
court fight, intends using $80,000 of 
the proceeds to pay Ruby’s income 
tax bill, said the auctioneer, Herman 
Darvick. 

“I feel great,” Earl Ruby said 
after the sale. "I don’t feel too good 
about having to get rid of the gun but 
I’m glad the bills will be paid.” 

Ruby shot Oswald to death with the 
.38-caliber Colt Cobra revolver in the 
basement of Dallas City Jail on Nov. 
24, 1963, two days after President 


Kennedy was assassinated. Oswald 
was accused of the killing. 

The sale came amid controversy 
over Oliver Stone’s new film “JFK,” 
which suggests a government con- 
spiracy behind the assassination of 
Kennedy. 

i 

“It has to be the most valuable gun 
in private hands. People saw this live 
on television,’ ' Mr. Darvick said in 
October, when Earl Ruby disclosed 
plans to auction the weapon. 

Mr. Darvick had expected the gun 
to fetch between $200,000 and 
$300,000. 

The buyer didn’t attend the auc- 
tion, sending another man, Frank 
Roman, to place the bids. 

“I’m purchasing it for a gun col- 
lector,” Mr. Roman said. Asked 
what the buyer would do with the 
gun, he said: “I guess he’s going to 
put it away.” 


